
Fight:
“The Good Fight Of Faith”

(1 Tim.6:12)
1 Tim 6:11-12

11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight
of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

Drue parts 1-9, Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 Youth Camp

1. Terminology
a. Greek Nouns:

1). AGON – a contest, a conflict, a fight – 1 Tim 6:12, 2 Tim 4:7
2). ATHLESIS – a fight (athletic competition) – Heb 10:32
3). POLEMOS – fight (as in a war) – Heb 11:34

b. Greek Verbs:
1). AGNIZOMAI -

a). to contend in the public games; “strive” – 1 Cor 9:25
b). to fight, engage in conflict – John 18:36
c). Figuratively:

(1). to contend, persevere against opposition or
temptation – 1 Tim 6:12, 2 Tim 4:7

(2). To strive earnestly for a prize through a contest –
Luke 13:24

(3). to exert every effort; involving toil – Col 1:25,
1 Tim 4:10

(4). to wrestle earnestly (in prayer) – Col 4:12,
Rom 15:30

2). PUKTEUO – to box (an Olympic event; a pugilist); “to fight” –
1 Cor 9:26

3). MACHOMAI – to fight; “to strive” – Acts 7:26, John 6:52, Jas
4:2; 2 Tim 2:24

4). DIAMACHOMAI – to struggle against as an argument –
Acts 23:9

5). LOGOMACHEO – to strive about words – 2 Tim 2:14
6). ERIZO – to wrangle, to strive – Matt 12:19
7). ANTOGONIZOMAI – to struggle against . Heb 12:4
8). SUNAGONIZOMAI - to strive together with. Rom 15:30
9). SUNATHLEO – to strive together – Phil 1:27

c. Conclusions: the wide variety of Greek terms for “fight” emphasize
several things:
1). A fight may be a literal or figurative fight;
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2). A fight may be a contest, struggle, strife, conflict, even war;
3). A fight may be fought alone, with others or against something

or someone;
4). A fight may a test of skill, determination, courage or faith;
5). A fight may be public, personal or private;
6). A fight may be a striving over words or ways.

(ideas, values, etc.);
7). A fight always ends with a winner and looser.

2. Because of the issues of the Angelic Conflict, believers of every
dispensation will be engaged in the “Fight of Faith.” (Angelic Conflict)

3. From Genesis to Revelation, the unseen conflict between God and Satan,
good and bad angels, grace and evil, is clearly seen in the on-going
conflicts, struggles, strife and wars between men and nations, generation
after generation.

4. The first “fight of faith” is presented in Genesis 3:1-7. Adam and Eve failed
the faith test and lost their fight with Satan.

5. The second fight of faith is presented in Genesis 4:1-15. Cain failed the
faith test and also lost his fight with Satan.

6. This pattern of failure, which started in the garden and has continued
generation after generation, underscores man’s need for divine intervention
and some divine operating assets if he is to “fight the good fight of
faith”…and win!

7. Hence, God promised a Savior Who would come at precisely the right time
in human history. He would remove the “Barrier” between God and man
created by man’s sin and offer a grace plan of redemption, recovery and
restoration to all who would believe: Gen 3:15, Rom 5:1-21.

8. When Satan was informed of God’s grace plan for a Savior, he immediately
set about to destroy it. Satan’s evil objective was two fold:
a. Keep Christ out of the world – attempts include:

1). Angelic infiltration. Gen 6:1-4
2). Plot to kill Christ as a baby: Matt 2:1-12;

b. Keep Christ off the cross. (Temptations) Matt 4:1-11, etc.
(Satan failed on both accounts: John 19:30 cf 18:36, 1 Cor.15:1-58.
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9. Principle: His victory in the Angelic Conflict is the basis for our victory as
believers in the Christian Way of Life.

Mike Roddy 10-16 Wednesday Youth

10. Whereas Jesus was the target in the angelic conflict before the cross, the
church which is the “body of Christ,” is now the target after the cross. This
means every Christian is being targeted by Satan and/or his demons (fallen
angels): Eph 1:22,23.

11. Up until the time of the cross, the angelic conflict was largely EXTERNAL
but, after the cross and as we get closer to the rapture generation, the
conflict will become more and more INTERNAL. This means the fight of
faith, the strife, the struggle will be more on the SOUL LEVEL (Phil 1:30, 2
Cor.7:5). At this level, the old sin nature is also a powerful influence to
contend with and to control: Rom 7:12-8:4.

12. In the tribulation period, the angelic conflict will again go external for seven
more years. When Christ returns, however, He will bring it to an end: Rev
19:11-21.

13. In the millennium, there will be no more “fight of faith” as in the past, for at
least 1000 years. Only at the very end, Satan will be permitted one last
attempt to do his mischief: Rev 20:1-3.

14. The fight of faith and therefore, the pattern of the angelic conflict, as it is
demonstrated in the church, is presented in the form of seven letters: Rev
2:1-3:22.

15. It’s the RAPTURE GENERATION, the church of Laodicea, that will
experience the greatest fight of faith as the angelic conflict intensifies
internally: Rev 3:14-22.

16. Principle: What happens internally, at the soul level, determines what
happens externally, at the circumstantial level.
Idea: All battles in life are first won or lost on the battle field of ones own
soul. People or circumstances do not make us to be what we are, they
bring out what we are. The good news is this: if we don’t like what we are,
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we CAN DO something about it (Phil 4:13). Remember, His victory is the
basis for our victory!!

17. For this reason, the apostle Paul presents our divine operation assets as
“armor for the soul:” Eph.6:10-18.
a. Christian Way of Life: “Grace Assets.” See category
b. Christian Way of Life Techniques (12) - See list

18. The intensity of our fight is compared to the preparation for and
participation in the Olympic games: 1 Cor 9:24-27

19. That the Christian Way of Life is a “FIGHT of Faith” is graphically
demonstrated by the long and bloody history of martyrdoms which began
with the very first church: Acts (whole book).
a. Apostles – see this category , this point (list).
b. Foxes Book of Martyrs – see book
c. Martyrs – see category

20. The fact that our fight has always been a “fight of FAITH” is documented in
Heb 11:1-40 cp. 12:1-13.

Drue Points 21-26, Friday, 9:30-11:30 Adults

21. General principles for understanding the basic nature of our SPIRITUAL
WARFARE:
a. Those who hate God, truth, righteousness, justice, etc. will also hate

believers: Exo 1:10 cp. John 15:18-25
b. There is a time to fight and not to fight: Eccl 3:1-8, 2 Chr 20:17
c. God teaches believers through Bible doctrine how to fight and win:

Psa 144:1, 2 Tim 3:16,17; Heb 4:12,13
d. The fight is essentially a spiritual battle: John 18:36 cp. Eph 6:12
e. Our battles are really His battles: 1 Sam 17:47, 2 Chr 20:15
f. God Himself fights for believers: Exo 14:14,25, Josh 23:10, Psa 35:1,

Rom 8:31-39
g. Carnality in the camp is a key reason for defeat: Deut 1:41-46, Josh

7:1-26, Jer 21:3-7
h. Spirituality is a key reason for victory: 1 Sam 25:28
i. No one can fight against God and win: 2 Chr 13:12, Acts 5:39.

22. The theater of operation where we do battle is divided into three parts:
1 John 2:14-17.
a. World (Cosmos) – the Satanic system of evil; is external
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b. Flesh (Sarx) – a synonym for the old sin nature; inherited genetically;
is internal;

c. Devil (Diabolus) – Satan is the “diabolical, evil one;” is external.

23. The FEBA (Forward Edge of the Battle Area) or where we are actually
tested, struggle, engage the enemy and fight the good fight of faith (partial
list): NOTE context of 1 Tim 6 (doctrine, money, arrogance, doing good)
a. Circumstances – Acts 4:32-5:11
b. Sin – Heb 12:1-4
c. People – Acts 7:26, 1 Tim 1:18-20, 2 Tim 2:17, 4:17, Jas 4:1-10
d. Gospel – 1 Thes 2:1-12
e. Separation – Col 2:1-5
f. Bible doctrine – 2 Tim 4:14-18 cp. 2:14, 1 Tim 6:3-5
g. Prayer – Luke 22:42-44, Col 4:12
h. Mental attitudes – 2 Cor 7:5, Jas 2:1-13 cf. Phil 2:5 cp. Rom 12:9-21
i. Human viewpoint – 1 Cor 1:18-25, 2 Tim 2:23, Titus 3:9
j. Jesus as the Christ – Matt 16:13-20, John 6:52, 1 John 4:1-7
k. Discipleship – Col 1:29
l. Christian service – 2 Tim 2:24
m. Teamwork – Rom 15:30 cp. 1 Cor 12:1-31, Phil 1:27, 4:3
n. Suffering – Heb 10:32, etc.
o. Note: In the Rapture Generation, the enemy will attempt to eliminate

any external FEBA. There will be no identifiable front line. Terroristic
tactics will be characterized by infiltration and exploitation. The real
FEBA will be INTERNAL.

24. King Saul is an Old Testament example of a believer who failed to fight the
good fight of faith: 1 Sam 13:1-34:6 (saga).

25. The apostle Paul is a New Testament example of a believer who fought the
good fight of faith and won.
a. Crisis of faith – Paul’s conversion. Acts 9:1-9
b. Re-training in the Arabian desert. Gal.1:11-17
c. Three missionary tours of duty to the Gentiles: Acts 13:1-21:17;
d. First challenge – 1 Tim 6:11-15
e. Final challenge – 2 Tim 4:1-6;
f. Testimony – 2 Tim 4:7,8
g. Martyred – in Rome: Acts 28:16-31

26. For the unsaved person, the ultimate fight in life is the battle between his
own will and God’s will. It engages his volition. The issue at stake: Will he
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, as his own personal Savior? The
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mechanics are the same in every dispensation: By grace through faith (Eph
2:8,9). What he does with Jesus Christ at the point of salvation determines
what God does with him in both time and eternity. The pattern of human
volition towards the plan of God resolves the angelic conflict: Luke 13:24;
Rom 10:8-13 cp. Heb 9:27.

Fight: “The good fight of Faith”- 1 Tim 6:12
CM Bryant, FBC, 2007


